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the Central and the Local Governments. There have been periods
of supineness as well as of activity. There have been moments
when it has been argued that the State had exhausted its duty or
that it possessed no duty at all. There have been persons who
thought that, when all the chief monuments were indexed and
classified, one might sit with folded arms and allow them slowly
and gracefully to crumble into ruin. There have been others who
argued that railways and irrigation did not leave a modest half-lakh
of rupees (^3,750) per annum for the requisite establishment to
supervise the most glorious galaxy of monuments in the world.
Nevertheless, with these interruptions and exceptions, which I hope
may never again recur, the progress has been positive and on the
whole continuous. It was Lord Canning who first invested archaeo-
logical work in this country with permanent Government patronage
by constituting in 1860 the Archaeological Survey of Northern India
and by appointing General Cunningham in 1862 to be Archaeo-
logical Surveyor to Government. From that period date the publi-
cations of the Archaeological Survey of India, which have at times
assumed different forms and which represent varying degrees of
scholarship and merit, but which constitute on the whole a noble
mine of information in which the student has but to delve in order
to discover an abundant spoil.'

Before the close of 1899 tke definite proposals of the Government
of India were submitted to the Secretary of State. They embraced
a definite policy of more active work, of closer supervision, and of
larger outlay. The Government of India declared it to be inde-
fensible that they should divest themselves of all responsibility for
the preservation of monuments which, in the words of Lord Lytton,
are ' for variety, extent, completeness and beauty unsurpassed, per-
haps unequalled, in the world/ They felt that it would be the
Supreme Government, and not the Provincial Governments, who